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This document provides a summary of Soroptimist International’s (SI) position 
on Criminal Justice Systems. The full paper is available on the SI website. 
 
Scope of this Paper 
 
This paper focuses on gender biases within criminal justice systems globally. 
 
Current global overview 
 
Gender bias in criminal justice systems worldwide undermines the reintegration of all 
women and girls due to discriminatory laws, lack of female representation, and 
persistent stereotyping and stigma. 
 
Soroptimist International’s Position 
 
Gender discrimination in criminal justice systems limits all women’s and girls’ access to 
justice. Equitable, quality lifelong education is key to prevention and positive 
change. Soroptimist International calls upon all States to implement the following 
recommendations. 
 
Soroptimist International Calls to Action 
 
Education: Education serves as a preventive measure and a transformative tool within 
criminal justice contexts. 
 

• Provide tailored, trauma-informed education for all women and girls in 
detention, including integrated health support and recognition of prior learning.  

• Ensure children of incarcerated mothers can continue their education 
and maintain appropriate mother-child bonds. 
 

Empowerment: Economic disempowerment both contributes to women's involvement 
in the criminal justice system and is worsened by incarceration. 
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• Tackle poverty and economic exclusion that drive women’s and girls’ 
criminalisation through social protection, education and fair employment. 

 
Environment: Climate change increases all women’s and girls’ vulnerability to 
criminalisation and detention, requiring gender-responsive approaches to 
environmental crimes and climate-resilient, safe custodial facilities. 
 

• Address links between environmental harm and gender-based violence. 
• Ensure detention facilities are climate-resilient and protect the safety of all 

women and girls during climate emergencies. 
 

Health: Women in detention face unique health needs, yet criminal justice systems 
often fail to provide adequate, gender-responsive healthcare. 
 

• Ensure access to comprehensive, gender-responsive healthcare, including 
mental and reproductive healthcare.  

• Apply trauma-informed approaches across criminal justice systems.  
• Prioritise alternatives to detention for pregnant women and nursing mothers. 

 
Violence Against Women and Girls: Violence is a pathway to criminalisation and a 
pervasive feature of many women's experiences within criminal justice systems. 
 

• Protect and support all women and girls criminalised due to abuse, coercion or 
self-defence instead of punishing them.  

• Train criminal justice professionals on gender-based violence, trauma-informed 
practices, and women’s specific vulnerabilities. 

mailto:hq@soroptimistinternational.org

