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Statement

Access to justice extends beyond the mere existence of legal remedies. It requires every individual — especially
women and girls — to be able to meaningfully seek, obtain and benefit from just recognition and protection of
their human rights. However, for too many women and girls worldwide, this remains a distant reality.
Soroptimist International underscores quality, equitable, lifelong education as the cornerstone to ensuring and
strengthening access to justice for all women and girls, including by promoting inclusive and equitable legal
systems, eliminating discriminatory laws, policies and practices, and addressing structural barriers.

Education is more than a basic human right: it plays a foundational role in enabling justice. When women and
girls are educated, they are empowered to understand and claim their rights, enabled to engage with
institutions, navigate legal systems, challenge systemic inequalities and become agents of change within their
communities. Without equitable, quality and lifelong education, justice remains inaccessible, abstract and
inequitable.

1. Education

According to UNESCO’s 2024/25 Global Education Monitoring report at least 129 million girls remain out of
school globally. Women and girls who face intersecting forms of discrimination are most at risk of being left
behind, leading to many varying forms of injustices including but not limited to the ‘traditional’ categorisation
of justice (economic, social, cultural and political rights, as well as their right to development and self-
determination). Rather, it is essential to recognise and act on the complex and intersectional nature of injustices
that women and girls experience daily, including but not limited to digital, disability, geographic,
intergenerational, linguistic and religious injustices. To that end, people-centred justice systems are essential to
ensure that all forms of structural injustices are tackled, in line with United Nations reports A/77/162 and
A/79/180. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
affirms that education is both a right in itself and a means to realise all other rights, including the right to
equitable access to justice. Ensuring that education policies are comprehensive and address the unique
obstacles that girls face is vital to progressing towards achieving justice for all women and girls. This must
include legal literacy and legal empowerment, as part of a holistic approach to education throughout the life
course.

2. Climate

The climate crisis is not a distant threat; it is an existential emergency. For all women and girls — especially
those facing intersecting forms of injustice, the consequences are catastrophic and immediate. Climate -related
disasters are systematically destroying the infrastructure that underpins access to justice. Courts and
government institutions become physically inaccessible, records are lost, schools are wiped out, and essential
infrastructure disappears. Beyond formal services, entire social fabrics unravel — access to food systems,
religious institutions, community networks, cultural practices, and basic human connections are severed. For
many women and girls, especially those living in climate-vulnerable areas, these conditions eliminate not just
the possibility of seeking redress, but access to the fundamental social, cultural and economic structures that
make life possible. Climate-induced displacement further exacerbates systemic injustices including land
ownership. The loss of vital legal documents like birth certificates, school records, land ownership agreements,
to mention some, renders women and girls, including widows, legally invisible, making it impossible for them
to access any form of justice or their basic rights.

In climate emergencies, education is one of the first areas to be interrupted. In many regions, families facing
food or water insecurity, loss of income or migration pressures withdraw girls from school, often to contribute
to household survival or to be married for financial or coping reasons. These decisions, made during
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emergency situations, have lifelong consequences for all women and girls' health, learning opportunities,
autonomy, legal empowerment and future economic, political, social and cultural participation and
contributions. This, however, does not have to be the reality. Education is an important form of climate
resilience. When all women and girls are educated, they are more likely to become leaders in disaster
prevention and preparedness, environmental stewardship and community response. They are also more likely to
understand their legal rights and access critical services like healthcare and shelter. States have a legal
obligation to guarantee climate-responsive education for all women and girls, ensuring that education systems
address intersectional injustices and prepare them to successfully navigate both traditional and emerging digital
landscapes, specifically in the context of the changing global climate and intensifying climate disasters which
disproportionately impact women and girls. Access to education during and post-climate crises requires
targeted investment to transform education systems to ensure they are safe and climate responsive, and that
climate adaptation strategies prioritise all women’s and girls’ access to education and justice.

3. Violence

Violence against all women and girls is a global emergency and one of the most profound barriers to accessing
justice and education.

Schools should always be safe spaces. However, education institutions are being directly targeted with violence
at unprecedented rates. This dire situation is visibly a global phenomenon whereby physical, sexual,
psychological, economic, and online violence is crippling school systems worldwide. Violence in educational
spaces causes devastating, irreversible and lifelong physical and mental injury. Banning women and girls from
all levels of education is a form of structural violence; a blatant human rights violation that silences them under
patriarchal systems designed by and for men.

In conflict settings, the militarisation and destruction of educational facilities severely undermine girls’ access
to learning and safety. The prevalence of child, early and forced marriage and unions further exacerbates
gender-based vulnerabilities, often driven by economic hardship and family survival strategies. Member States
bear a responsibility to dismantle such structural and cultural injustices to guarantee the right of every girl and
woman to safe and equitable education. Integrating rights awareness, gender equality, and legal literacy
throughout the life course strengthens girls’ capacity to claim justice and challenge discriminatory norms.
Soroptimist International reaffirms that human rights are legally binding obligations which all Member States
must respect, protect and fulfil for every woman and girl under their jurisdiction.

Environments marked by inequality and violence make it nearly impossible for all women and girls to report
abuse, and survivors who do report face barriers such as fear of reprisal, stigma, impunity and lack of legal
literacy. Transitional justice must go beyond reactive measures and address root causes, including
environmental crimes, forced displacement and systemic injustice. Similarly, older persons and persons with
disabilities for example — especially older women — remain without targeted protections in international human
rights law, despite being disproportionately affected by conflict and violations. Transitional justice must also
recognise their experiences and ensure inclusive processes that protect their rights.

Current international human rights law lacks targeted protections for older persons despite the fact that they are
disproportionately affected by armed conflict and related human rights violations. Soroptimist International
welcomes HRC/RES/58/13 (3 April 2025), which establishes a working group to draft a binding instrument on
the rights of older persons. This is a vital step to recognising the rights of older persons, including older
women, who continue to contribute significantly to communities worldwide.

Conclusion and Recommendations
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As a global community, it is our collective responsibility to ensure that all women and girls have equal and fair
access to systems of justice. The rights of all women and girls must be respected, protected and fulfilled in
accordance with international human rights law, the Beijing Platform for Action, Conventions including the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC) and other treaty bodies like the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD). Soroptimist International reiterates that, in line with Resolution A/HRC/59/20 (July
2025), all human rights are legal rights which all states have the obligation to protect and monitor effectively.

Soroptimist International calls upon all Member States to:

-Prioritise equitable, quality and lifelong education for all women and girls in line with CEDAW Article 10 and
Sustainable Development Goal 4.

-Promote legal literacy and legal empowerment programmes as essential components of holistic access to
justice, in accordance with CEDAW General Recommendation No. 33.

-Implement comprehensive education policies that address the unique obstacles girls face, in line with CEDAW
General Recommendation No. 36 on girls’ and women’s right to education and General Recommendation No.
28 on States’ core obligations.

-Invest in local systems to protect the legal identity of all women and girls through legal literacy and
empowerment programmes, placing emphasis on those facing intersectional discrimination, in accordance with
CEDAW General Recommendations No. 28, 33, and 36.

-Guarantee equitable, safe, lifelong and climate-responsive quality education for all women and girls, ensuring
education systems address intersectional injustices and prepare them to navigate both traditional and emerging
digital landscapes.

-Invest not only in protecting all women and girls’ access to education during climate crises — but invest in
transforming education systems to be safe and climate responsive.

-Address the climate emergency by ensuring education systems are climate-resilient and that climate adaptation
strategies prioritise all women’s and girls’ access to justice and education.

-Prevent and respond to all forms of violence against women and girls, in accordance with CEDAW General
Recommendation No. 35.

-Strengthen, and where necessary, adapt national laws to prevent and systematically challenge all forms of
violence against women and girls everywhere, from schools to conflict settings.

-Expand transitional justice mechanisms to move beyond ‘traditional’ forms of injustices and prioritise full
accountability of perpetrators of discrimination or violence against all women and girls.

-Recognise and act on the complex and intersectional nature of injustices that women and girls experience,
including digital, disability, geographic, intergenerational, linguistic, religious, racial, ethnic, economic, and
cultural injustices.

-Fulfil their obligations under Sustainable Development Goal 16, on peace, justice and strong institutions.

Signatures:

Afrikanische Frauenorganisation

Association d'Aide a I'Education de I'Enfant Handicapé (AAEEH)
Biovision Stiftung fiir 6kologischer Entwicklung (Biovision Foundation for Ecological Development)
Coordination francgaise pour le Lobby Européen des Femmes (CLEF)
European Federation of Older Persons (EURAG)

Federation of American Women’s Clubs Overseas (FAWCO)

Free Sight Association

Girls Not Brides: The Global Partnership to End Child Marriage
Global Campaign for Education

Graduate Women International (GWI)

International Alliance of Women
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International Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL)
International Council of Women

International Health Awareness Network

Make Mothers Matter

Medical Women’s International Association

National Alliance of Women’s Organizations

NGO Committee on Sustainable Development — NY Inc
Pax Romana

Right to Learn Afghanistan (formerly Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan)
Silver Lining for the Needy Initiative

Soroptimist International Great Britain and Ireland
Soroptimist International of Europe

Soroptimist International South East Asia Pacific
Tandem Project

The Millenium Institute

Widows Rights International

Women for Water Partnership

Women in Leadership Organization

Women’s Federation for World Peace International
Zonta International



