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Session Overview

Å Increased vulnerability to effects of climate 
change

ÅWomen face serious economic, political and 
legal discrimination.

Å Economic prosperity, educational 
attainments and access to healthcare still 
needs attention.
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Physical Factors

Hurricane Katrina 2005 Typhoon Haiyan 2013



Environmental Factors
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Social Factors



In Conclusion



Thank you





Disaster risk reduction is 
ĲƻĲƖǃĤŸĬǃќƚШĤƨƚŔŰĲƚƚ

Dizery Salim
March 12, 2024
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Soroptimist International

Extinct bird: The Dodo



...how will I fare under 
climate change?

society...
gendered

Living in poverty in a

14



...how will I fare under 
climate change?

society...
racialized

Living in poverty in a
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...how will I fare under 
climate change?

society...
globalized

Living in poverty in a
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...how will I fare under 
climate change?

society...
ableist

Living in poverty in an
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...how will I fare under 
climate change?

society...
mechanized

Living in poverty in a
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Will I be OK?

And so on.
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fƣќƚШĬŔŉŉŔĦƨũƣШƣŸШƚċǃЮ

But we asked people what 
they do to stay resilient 
amid unhelpful social 

dynamics.
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PRIORITY 1 ш Understanding disaster risk
a) Give people actionable info 
b) Track risk history
c) Do data visualization
d) Record losses
e) Publicize hazards
f) Provide data in situ
g) Have government officials learn from peers
h) Talk to scientists
i) Use lay knowledge
j) Model risk
k) Create DRR products
l) Teach risk
m) Run mass media campaigns
n) Turn info to policy
o) Use word of mouth
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Priority 2 ш Strengthen disaster risk governance
a) Mainstream disaster risk reduction
b) Set targeted actions
c) Re-up capacity
d) Incentivize compliance
e) Have watchdogs
f) Consult public
g) Coordinate govt
h) Coordinate frontline
i) Legislate
j) Have standards
k) Clarify scale of governance
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PRIORITY 3 ш Invest in disaster risk reduction
a) Pay for DRR privately
b) Transfer risk
c) Critical systems safeguards
d) Culture safeguards
e) Workplace safeguards
f) Land-use safeguards
g) Rural safeguards
h) Building codes
i) Health system safeguards
j) Social safety nets
k) Universal design
l) Displacement precautions
m) Financial safeguards
n) Ecosystems safeguards
o) Commerce safeguards
p) Livelihood safeguards
q) Tourism safeguards
r) Have data privacy*

*not included in original 25



PRIORITY 4 ш Improve disaster preparedness
a) Update contingency plans
b) Use early warning
c) Deploy critical services
d) Build clearinghouses/stockpiles
e) Support relief work
f) Do disaster training
g) Plan for disruptions
h) Do drills
i) Coordinate response across sectors
j) Stop damage from spreading
k) Prevent damage next time
l) Relocate after disaster
m) Evacuate during disaster
n) Record morbidity/mortality
o) Give psychosocial support
p) Coordinate internationally
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Reducing harm to body

Consistency in early childhood education 
and care

Effective occupational socialization

Healthy aging

Stable birth rates

Social connectedness

Different communities across the world 
share several goals in common:

What is the likelihood of 
achieving those goals 

under climate change?
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(for those living under unhelpful social dynamics, e.g., women)

Etc.
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Understanding 
disaster risk

Strengthening risk 
governance

Invest in disaster 
risk reduction

Improve disaster 
preparedness

Using the Sendai Framework to find opportunities for cross-issue solidarity work that benefit women 

Extreme heat 
strains the body

(hypothetical examples)

More housing is 
needed for women 
escaping GBV

Opportunities for 
human trafficking 
rise with increased 
irregular migration

Etc.

Put onus on farm 
owners to protect 
farm workers

Do more research 
on physical 
ċĦƣŔƻŔƣǃќƚШĲŉŉĲĦƣƚШŸŰШ
women

Have a plan for 
disruption of food 
production 

Ensure VAW sector 
and urban planners 
are coordinated

Ensure housing set 
aside for GBV uses 
green energy

Know how to give 
GBV psychosocial 
support in a 
disaster

Elevate survivors of 
trafficking of 
women and girls in 
the lawmaking 
process

Make migration 
easier by investing 
in job certification 
schemes for 
women

Have relocation 
plans in place to 
bypass the need for 
irregular migration
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Cautionary tale: We failed to avert disaster for the dodo by not stopping to ask what was needed.
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ÅAs we delve into this intersection, we uncover profound challenges and 
opportunities for sustainable development and social justice.

ÅFirstly, let us acknowledge the stark reality, climate change exacerbates 
poverty. 

ÅThe adverse impacts of climate change, from extreme weather events to 
environmental degradation, disproportionately affects women, pushing 
them further into poverty.

ÅThe climate crisis is not ɽĤĎňĊĎũ ňĎŵŲũëŁɾɠ 
ÅWomen and girls experience the greatest impacts of climate change, which 

amplifies existing gender inequalities and poses unique threats to their 
livelihoods, health, and safety. 

Introduction



Women & Climate Change
ÅNow, let us turn our attention to the gender dimensions of climate 

change. Women and girls, particularly those in developing countries, 
face unique and disproportionate risks and vulnerabilities. 

ÅµōĄĮëŁ ëňĊ ĎĄōňōŇĮĄ ģëĄŲōũŬ ōģŲĎň ũĎŬŲũĮĄŲ ƑōŇĎňʀŬ ëĄĄĎŬŬ Ųō 
resources, decision-making processes, and adaptive capacities. 

ÅAs primary caregivers and stewards of natural resources, women 
play a crucial role in climate resilience. 

ÅYet, they are often excluded from decision-making and resource 
allocation processes, exacerbating their vulnerability to negative 
climate impacts.



Gender, Poverty & Climate
ÅAt the intersection of gender and poverty lies a web of challenges. 
ÅWomen living in poverty face compounded vulnerabilities, 

magnified by gender and socio-economic inequalities. 
ÅAccess to education, healthcare, and economic opportunities 

remains unavailable for many women, continuing the cycle of 
poverty and marginalisation.



:ŁĮŇëŲĎ :ĪëňĤĎ ĮŬ ë qŵŁŲĮŦŁĮĎũɤɤɠ

ÅAs climate change drives conflict across the world, women and girls face 
increased vulnerabilities to all forms of gender-based violence, including 
conflict -related sexual violence, human trafficking, child marriage, and other 
forms of violence.

ÅAt the intersection of gender and poverty lies a web of challenges. 
ÅWomen living in poverty face compounded vulnerabilities, magnified by gender 

and socio-economic inequalities. 
ÅAccess to education, healthcare, and economic opportunities remains 

unavailable for many women, continuing the cycle of poverty and 
marginalisation.



- Climate Refugeesɤɤ

ÅClimate change-induced migration has become a reality, affecting 
millions globally. 

ÅWomen often bear the brunt of displacement, facing increased 
risks of gender-based violence and challenges in accessing 
resources. 

ÅThis emphasizes the urgent need to address the negative impact of 
climate change on gender due to existing inequalities.



Climate Change & Women Health

ÅÒōŇĎňʀŬ ëňĊ ĤĮũŁŬʀ ĪĎëŁŲĪ ĮŬ ĎňĊëňĤĎũĎĊ ăƗ ĄŁĮŇëŲĎ 
change and disasters by limiting access to 
services and health care, as well as increasing 
risks related to maternal and child health. 

ÅResearch indicates that extreme heat increases 
incidence of stillbirth, and climate change is 
increasing the spread of vector-borne illnesses 
such as malaria, dengue fever, and Zika virus, 
which are linked to worse maternal and neonatal 
outcomes

https://www.unfpa.org/news/five-ways-climate-change-hurts-women-and-girls
https://www.unfpa.org/news/five-ways-climate-change-hurts-women-and-girls


Implications & Solutions -

So, what are the policy implications and solutions? 
ÅWe must adopt holistic and intersectional approaches that prioritise the needs 

of the most vulnerable. 
ÅGender-responsive and poverty-targeted interventions are critical for building 

resilience and promoting sustainable livelihoods. 
ÅEmpowering women through education, economic opportunities, and access 

to resources is key to breaking the cycle of poverty and enhancing climate 
resilience.



As I  Conclude, 
ÅAddressing the link of climate change, poverty, and 

gender inequality requires collective action and 
collaboration across sectors and stakeholders. 

ÅWe must recognise the interconnectedness of these 
issues and work together to develop inclusive and 
equitable solutions. 

ÅBy prioritising gender-responsive and poverty-targeted 
interventions, we can build a more resilient and 
sustainable future for all. 

ÅThese efforts should include pro-poor and gender-
sensitive legal and policy reform with the view towards 
strengthening the resilience of poor and marginalized 
groups (including women & girls).


