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Message from  
International  

President  

Margaret Lobo  
  

Selecting the winners in each category 
and the overall winner for this year has 
been as challenging as ever, but also 
very exciting and most rewarding.  
  

The 16 projects varied considerably and I did not envy the 
Programme Team having to short list the projects for Best 
Practice selection. The three óAôs were certainly the main  
focus and projects ranged from education to providing  
equipment, organising workshops and advocacy groups.  
  

The funds raised by Soroptimists never cease to amaze me. 
We can see that not only funds but innovative ideas and 
many of hours of dedicated service are devoted to make  
each project a success.  
  

The titles of the projects were extremely interesting and 
Soroptimists have not hesitated to use powerful words in 
their project titles that make an impact and get the  
community to stop and think.  
  

Partnerships with other organizations and the arts feature 
and this is to be encouraged as Soroptimists take the lead 
with their projects.  
  

A special thank you to the Programme Team for their efforts 
to bring this international recognition to fruition. As we look 
through this booklet I am sure we will all be proud to say we 
are Soroptimists!  
  

We celebrate the efforts of Members, Clubs, Regions/Unions 
and Federations that set a standard for others to follow.  

 
Many thanks and keep up the good work!  

 Vision  
 

 Soroptimist International is a vibrant, dynamic  

organisation for todayôs professional and  

business women  
   

We are committed to a world where women and girls 

together achieve  

their individual and collective potential,  

realise aspirations and have an equal voice in  

creating strong,  

peaceful communities worldwide  

 Mission  
  

Through international partnerships and  

a global network of members  

  

Soroptimists inspire action and create opportuni-

ties to transform  

the lives of women and girls  

by  

  

advocating for equity and equality;   

creating safe and healthy environments;  

 increasing access to education;  

developing leadership and practical skills for a  

sustainable future  



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

United Nations  

Millennium Development Goals  
 
 

Soroptimist International supports all eight  
Millennium Development Goals,  

targeted by the UN for achievement by 2015.   

  
Particular focus will be given to Goal 3   

as the priority focus and contribution that  
Soroptimists will achieve through strategic  

Awareness, Advocacy and Action  

1.  Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger  

2.  Achieve universal primary education  

3.  Promote gender equality and empower women  

4.  Reduce child mortality  

5.  Improve maternal health  

6.  Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases  

7.  Ensure Environmental Stability  

8. Develop a global partnership for development  

Programme Focus Goals 

2007 ð2011  

 

 
Soroptimists will ensure 
that women and girls  
 

 
Enjoy equity and equality  

 

Live in safe and healthy  

 environments  

 
Have access to education  

 
Have leadership and  

 practical skills  



 

 

óEliminate poverty and gender discrimination through  

www.soroptimistinternational.org  

Soroptimist International of the Americas 
SI Curitiba, Brazil  
óStitch by Stitchô  
 

Soroptimist International of Europe 
SI Milano alla Scala, Italy  
óOrphanage Au Rayon de Soleilô 

With the help of SI Curitiba this 

project has overcome several  

hurdles to progress into the  

successful co -operative of women 

workers it now is.  
  

The project has moved from  

simple sewing to producing large 

scale items. This was achieved with continued  

mentoring and training.  
  

A SIA Grant for Women and Girls enabled the co -op 

to purchase industrial machines and the project has 

moved on to produce ecological bags, bed linens, 

chair coverings and rugs. The co -operative now  

supplies a large supermarket chain, a pharmacy  

chain and many other customers.  
  

The members of SI Curitiba can be proud that their 

óhands onô engagement and professional standards 

have benefited tens of families and is showing great 

improvements in the wider community.  

 

 

 

óA ray of sunshineô has been brought into the lives of  

girls living in desperate need in Togo through the  

actions of SI Milano alla Scala. In developing the  

project over six years  the club has worked in an 

equally shared partnership with SI Milano alla Scala 

and SI Milano Fondatore and SI Lome Agape (Togo).  

 

A financing scheme has provided housing, schooling 

and healthcare for 17 girls and the project continues.  

 

Legal guardianship for 15 of the girls has been  

obtained and the scheme has given the resident girls 

a chance of growing up in a safe environment and has  

enhanced their education.  

 

Self funded site visits were  

undertaken by members of  

the two Milan clubs and there are  

plans for more.  

 

The club is confident the girls will be prepared to take 

their place in the labour market with confidence.  



 

 

www.soroptimistinternational.org  

Soroptimist International of Great Britain and Ireland 
SI Bournemouth, United Kingdom  
óCementing FuturesðLiteracy in Bangladeshô 
 

Soroptimist International of the South West Pacific 
SI Penang, Malaysia   
óBlossomô 

Bournemouth members were inspired by the urgent 

need for education to support SI Dhaka in their work 

in Bangladesh, after meeting members of SI Dhaka  

at the SIGBI Federation Conference.  

 

Some club members visited  

Bangladesh and decided to  

support the literacy project 

started by SI Dhaka by  

building secure premises 

where they provide primary 

education and other oppor-

tunities for the young pupils.  

 

A business plan was put in place and a separate  

charity named -Cementing Futures ï was formed.  

 

A website, a DVD and other promotional materials 

were produced.  Much fundraising has taken place -  

working closely with SI Dhaka and their partner  

organisation Nijera Sjikhi to realise intended outcome 

of the project.  

Ongoing weekly/fortnightly classes are held for single 

mothers, low income female earners, women headed 

households, young adults and schoolgirls aged 15 -18 

from disadvantaged families.  

 

They are trained in  

communication skills, 

conversational English, 

writing job applications, 

preparing interviews, 

health and personal 

safety, crafts, sewing  

and floral arrangement.  

 

The comprehensive training and education empowers 

women and girls to achieve economic independence.  

 

The club works with educational establishments and 

individuals who have expertise. The project is  

developing small business groups with those who 

have completed their training.  

ensuring womenôs full social and economic rightsô 


